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E. Civil War (1861-1865)

Loudoun County was home of the famous Confederate guerilla commander John
Singleton Mosby. The landed gentry in the area were generally pro-Confederacy in their
sympathies, while the Quakers and most of the Germans who also lived in the area
opposed slavery and secession. By 1862, however, the county was under the occupation
of Union forces, and the Union Army of the Potomac and the Confederate Army of
Northern Virginia repeatedly marched through the area, with attendant destruction of
property. Under the command of John Mosby, a group of residents, often called the
“Gray Ghost of the Confederacy,” fought back with numerous hit and run tactics
(Loudoun Museum, 2005).

Loudoun County is also included in the Journey Through Hallowed Ground, a National
Heritage Area. The Journey Through Hallowed Ground NHA was created through
legislation enacted in 2008. A public-private partnership that includes federal, state, and
local government bodies as well as private-sector entities engaged in promoting the
preservation of cultural and natural resources in four states linked by U.S. Route 15.

F. Reconstruction and Growth (1865-1917)

Following the war the region resumed its agricultural economy. Farming continued to
prosper and adapt to the changing markets following the war. At the turn of the century,
a switch was made from the production of grain to the production of dairy and beef cattle
(Loudoun Museum, 2005). Most of the larger estates were subdivided and sold as smaller
farms. These small farms became a characteristic feature of the region’s settlement
system. Furthermore, these farms were largely self-sufficient, producing most of their
own food and other needs, such as clothing. The region’s population relied on outside
trade only for particular staples, such as shoes, sugar, coal, and oil, which had to be
obtained at local stores and were purchased with cash derived from the sale of surplus
produce and livestock (Bryant, 1978; Stevens et al. 1990:21). The sale of surplus goods
was assisted by the reestablishment of the railroad in the region. The presence of this
transportation facility provided relatively easy and inexpensive access to consumers of
the region’s produce, livestock, grain, and timber (Stevens et al., 1990:21).

A number of small crossroad communities grew along important transportation corridors,
particularly at railroad stops during this period. The small hamlet of Catharpin, located in
the vicinity of the project, formed following the establishment of a post office in 1875.
George W. Sanders served as postmaster and also operated a small store at the
intersection of Sudley Road and Sanders Lane. At its peak during the early twentieth
century, Catharpin included a school, a mill, a cheese factory, and a lodge (VDHR File
076-0161). These types of services were typically housed in simple, wood-frame
vernacular-style buildings with little to no ornamentation. Gainesville, because of its
location along the railroad, continued to thrive during this period, serving as an important
shipping point.
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Many farmhouses were constructed, often by tenant farmers, in the region during the
period as a result of the subdivision of the larger plantations. The simple, wood-frame
dwellings, often with I-house forms, were generally one or two stories in height with very
little, if any, architectural ornament. They were commonly accompanied by wood-frame
outbuildings, including barns, sheds, equipment shelters, chicken houses, and so forth.

G. World War I to World War II (1917-1945)

The region remained rural, with a basis in agriculture, into the twentieth century.
Production most likely focused on truck farming, which prevailed through much of the
coastal South in the later nineteenth century. Small towns were prevalent throughout the
South, and continued to serve as central locations at which goods could be brought
together for purchase by wholesalers, packing, storage, or shipping. In addition, these
places provided local farmers with access to goods as well as to banks, schools, and
medical, legal, and other services.

The popularity of the automobile brought forth the development of small gas stations,
restaurants, and motels along the roadside to serve the needs of automobile owners out
for a day or weekend jaunt. These commercial establishments were brick or concrete
buildings with traditional, colonial-style designs that recalled familiar residential motifs.
Dwellings of this same period were typically one-and-a-half- or two-story cottages with
traditional Colonial Revival motifs. The American Four-square was also a popular
house-type during this time. From the late 1920s into the 1940s, home design adopted
elements of Craftsman-style architecture, such as battered posts, full-width porches, and
stone construction. Commercial establishments of the same pre-World War II era often
featured stylized and streamlined elements of Art Deco architecture, inspired and
popularized by the automobile technology.

H. The New Dominion (1945 to the present)

In about 1950 the region began its transformation into a part of the suburban residential
sprawl surrounding the federal capital. In the early 1960s Dulles International Airport
was built in southeastern Loudoun and fostered more development. Although agriculture
continues to be an important part of the local economy, exurban residential development
has proceeded at a fairly steady pace over the past 15 to 20 years. Numerous one-story
ranch houses and two-story dwellings have been constructed in the area as the suburban
area of Washington, D.C., continues to expand. Many of the homes in the project area
date to the late 1960s through the 1980s. Townhome communities first appeared in the
Gainesville area during the early 1990s. Today, townhome communities and large
“McMansion” subdivisions are being built on land formally used for farming throughout
the project area.
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